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SEVEN MONTHS OF SPIRITS,

Remarkable Things Recalled by
the Death of Prof. Phelps.

His Father’s House in Stratford, Ot.,
the Scene of Wondarful and Start-
ling Phenomena Forty Years Ago—
Nobhody Doubts the Authenticity of
the Facts ns Recorded.

The recent death of Prof. Austin Phelps
of Andover brings to mind the noted panik
phiet which he many yvears ago wrote upon
modern spiritualism, and the facts which led
to his interest 1 the matter,

Those of us who are old’enough, well re-
[ member the igreat excitement that was
causeda by trausactions of a remarkable char-
acter which were continually taking place at
the residence of Dr. Eliakim Phelps, a Cop-
gregalionalist minister seftled over an Ortho-
aox ehurch at Stratford, Ct., and the father
of the Audever professor. . These occur-
rences were witnessed by large numbers ot
people, who visiied the house from all oyer
the state,. and, indesd, from many places far
bevond the borders of Conneciicut.

Tlere was never ihe shghtest reason to
suppose that Dr, Phelps was himself other
than pertectly lionest in the matter, both in
h1s relations of what took place, and in Rhis
endeavor to trace the phenomena to a legiti-
mate cause.

Mrs. Phelps was a widow, with children, at
the time of ber murriage to the Stratford
clergyman, and when hese remarkable and,
to him especially, anunoying m  nifestations
began to demonstrate themselves, he was
aisposed to aturibute them to mischievous
trieks on the part of the members of her fitst
family. ~ Having become convinced that this
Wwas not the case, and the matter having ex-
clteil public curiosity to an extent that was
very annoying, he ehalleneed the strictest 1i-
vestization, even voing so far as to offer s
house andg all that it eontainea—whether this
inciuded the children upon whom suspicion
had at first rested, I do not remember—to
any one who should discover a natural law
for the disturbances of the houschold peace.

The§e phevome g eontinued during a pe-
ried of seven months, and, althou b priperiy
to the value of several thousand doll s w3
injured or destroyed by the turbulent dem-
onstrations of an unknown and undiscovera-
bie power, here did vot appea: to be, at any
time, an aitenipl to do viel ree Lo thie person
of avy member of the houschold or of any
one who visited the family (or the purpose of
investization.

Bells were rung about the house, even in
ro ms and oth¢r piaces where no bells were
hung, «nd the servan.s w-re contivually dis-
turbeq and frightened whlle Iu. the perforin-
ance of their domestic duties.

Silver spoons were bent double in the’pres-
elnce of various withesses, and wiidow panes
were brokeu without visible ageocy. The
spiriis s@emed to nave some reverence fur
the plate which was not shar d by the glass;
for. in. every instance in which a piece of
si.ver was put out of shape and rendered use-
1-88, it was afterw rd restored to 1ts original
form; tut I do not remember that a pane of
glaSs was ever replaced except at

"The Hands of a Corporeal Glazier.

Seventy-one panes of gluss were broken,
and of these the owner stated that he had
himself been a witness to the destruetion of
more than 30, and that he had seen numbey-
less articles 1 motion when there was
exerted no physical power by which the mo-
tion eould be pradaced,

_ He wuriher stated the agents by which, iu
man{r’ instances, the glass of the windows
haq beeu broken,

“I nave seen,” he is made to say in a lefter
written by Dr. Bayward to the Transeript iy
February, 1881, “‘I bave seen objects such as
tumblers, candlesticks, snuffers, ete,, w: ien
but a few moments before I knew to be at
rest, fly agalust tae glass and dash it in
rleci‘s, when it was utterly imuossible from
‘the' direction in which tliey moved that any
visible: power could have ¢, used the moilon.
As 10 the reality of these facts, hey can ve
proved by testumony a hunired-fol ¢ greater
thau 18 erdivarily required In our courts of
jusiiee in eases of life &nd death.”

Some of the manilestailons took very
strange forms.  Trunks and wardiobes
would be mysterionsly empiied of their eou-
tents, wiieh would art rward be foun | iy va-
rious attl udes in different p:rts of the house.
Different articles of cloiklug would be
brought together and arrange | 50 .as to make
1L appe.r that buman bodies were encom-
pass d by tliem, and thus were touna in dif-
ferent roonis, the gontents of the ¢hests rep-
reseniing effiujes ol human heings; buf in no

nstaiiee did 1t appenr th it tlie clothes them-
gelves wer: destboyed or in any way 1hjured.

I he spivits were Lot quite so tender In their
dealings wi I them as with tlie 8pvo. s—they
did not réstore them to thelr original ghapes
and places. The servants and the iwembers
o! the tamily had to fold them up again and
return them to the places from which they
had been removed.

On one ogeasion, 1t was said, that when the
whole family was at chuveh and the house
secmingly locked, the front door was opened.
Upon returning and finding things in this
condition, thev vaturally conclud d that a
robbery had been commiited; but the strict-
est search failed to find that any article had
been removed from the house.

They ha.l, however, becn ureatly disturbed.
Furniture was ‘thrown about in disorder;
ehairs were found upon ti.e beds, and tables
with their legs in the air. The fire rons
were scattered aboui, some in rooms and
places wiere they did not belong, A tea-
gettle whieh had been lett 1w the dining
room was found behind some boxes In the
cellar.

In one bedroom a sheet had been taken
from beuneath the blankets and placed oui-
sL!e the con terp ine, Aud up n this were ir-
rangoed a podr of stockings and a nightdress,
with arms crossed upon the vreast, repre-
sentl g

sion, a8 to hurl the Bible at the head of 1he
venerable clergyman as he was engaged in
the viuus exvreise, It does not anpear that
any. actual barin was ever. done in these
alrtempis to show their displeasure at his vro-
ceedings, thouuh in several®instances the
saered book would bru-h his whiskers ip its
hurriea flight through the air,

This was talen as additional evidence that
the - spivits engaged were followers: of his
satanic mqjesty. and they weie therefore
questioned’as to their estimate of the truths
contained in ‘he volume. :

One of them 1is said to have replied that
“there was a good dexl of truth in it and
also eonsiderable that was pousense.”’

Erom ‘oiher gu-stions, to which answers
werg veecived by mea '8 0.7aps, 1 was as-
certuined that their disrespeetiul trearment
of the hiook aid notarise from any oplnion
of the contents, but (hat they had ue su, er-
siitious revere ce for the maieri | ¢compo-
neuts of the bouk, whatever miuht be ‘he
nature of the lessons aud doctrines whieh it
aught.

Nothing whatever had -any effeet in impos-
mgeven & temporary cheek upon

The Daily and Nightly Performances
of the undesirable guests.- The young di-
vinity student, fresh from the halis of-theo-
logical lore of the most brimstonian Kind,
was sebat defiviioe and utrerly baffl d, as haa
been all others engaged in the investigation.
As they began without unotice or apparent

eause, so they ceased.

No means thit were attempted had any ef-
fect whatever in mitiga ing tie nnpleasant-
ness. - The ouly effect thal was ever experl-
enced from attempis to ob’ain a eessation of
the phenomena was an irritation. whieh, for
¢he time b ing, was manifested by an in-
crease both 11 number and in force of the
demonstrations,

After about seven months the manifesta-
tons ceased, and the family was again left in
peace

Ove peeuliar feature of the matter was
that some of the spirits seemed to be person-
ally attachea to the son Henry. When he
lefl home they would accompany him, and
ma ifest themselves in varions ways to bim.
Ou h se ocveasivons some of the power seemed
to be drawn (row the house, and the demon-
sirations became less violent,  When, for
iust nce, this boy was at seiool he wonld on
oecasin 18 be pinehed and pricke « with plas,
his clothes and his books would be torn, and
knockings would be heard #bout his room.

Once, while taking a walk in the neignbor-
hood of the school. his c¢ap was lifted from
his head, without any visible agent ov ap-
parent cause, and thrown to the ground.
Almogt at the same instan some one fired
off a gun which was ‘pointed toward llm,
aua, as he stooped to pick up bis eap. the
butlet passed over him and buried uselfin a
fence by bhis side.

Lo relating this event to his father, he satd
that he had been informed by means of riaps
that the removil of his eap was a me sure
taken by a friendly spirit for the preserva-
tion of his lite,

As was very natural the proprietors of the
sehonl 1 which he baa been placed, dechined
to allow him 1o remaino with them, unless he
conli dismiss nis invisi le and undesirable
companions, As, however, he ha: no power
over them, he was uunable to comply with
ghis reasonable requiremeus, and he was
taken away,

He roturned with his father to ‘Stratford,
and from vhis time the power appeared to
wane, The disrurbances besan to subside,
and about the middie of December, 1851L,
they censed aliogather,

Several accoun(s wore given of these weird
manifestations durtng the lifte of Dr. Puelps,
but he sald, on several oceasy ns, that no
verbal description could do  justice. to the
seenas that were engcrea in his house during
phe months that these manifesta ions lasted.
An idea of the stupendots force that was at
times evinced could wuot be  imparted. in
words, beecause it was beyond anvihing with
which we are famillar

In Our Stuly of Natural Law.
After the death of the venetrable divine, his
son, who, at thig time, was one uf the profes-
sors at Andovyer, wrote to the Congregational-
ist a series of articles entitled **A Pastor of
she Last Generation.” :

In thesc'were contained a statement of the
ease, iu whicl, as’t have m'ntioned, he at-
tributad the whple thin - to demopiac agenoy,

| He further maintained that his ‘father, long

before his dath, h d renounced all'inierest
in spiricual phenomena, 1t is probable that
in this he was wrong. I do not think rhat he
woenid be guilty of a wilful misrepresenti-
tion, but m lus ardor to vindicate his sir g
religious views, he was probably led uuncon-
setously nto ‘a sonewhat stronger coloring
of the facis than the clrouinstances war-
ranted.

Af any rate some of the friends and per-
so.al acqualntances of the reverend geitle-
man bave lakeu exception to the son’s. staie-
ments regarding this matter, It must. be
remetuberd, however, thai these were all
firm Dbelievers in, and advocates of; the
spiritu -lListie theory, and were . ereby, per-
haps, as strongly biased in favor of the
vi\ ws of their seiiool #s 1 have supiosed that
the Andover professor was 1n fhose of his.

I lhave alreaay mentioned a leiter which
Dr. Hayward wrote upon this subject ta the
Boston Evenmng Transcrint in  February,
1881. Iu this he makes the following refer-

- guce 1o the articles 1n the Congregallonulist:

*[p part 111., Prof, Austii Pheips speaks
of his tather’s belief in Spirituallsm in a
manner that does not seem (0 me Lo oconvey
the views of that gentlean correctly, and
haviag had myself some facts from I's
Phelp, the fa her, as late as 1875, which

Prof. Phel the son, liad no means ot
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A Corpse Lying Upon the Sheet,
whil - upon the watl ot the room were found
undecipherable characters, said by some to
belong to g spiritnal language which certain
mediums could Interpret, The ‘interpreta-
tion was, however, 8o far as I can remember,
never attempted.

xt day the sheet was found upon the
floor. of the reom, with a wash-stand lying
fuil leng'h upon 15, The wash-bowl and
piteher bad been removed, and were found
standing. one on eacl| side of the wasn-stand,
while the articles used v represe.t the
deaa ‘body of the day before were found
stuffed into the bewl and piteher.

Thne spirits scemed to esiertain a very
strong - affection for thls nightgown and
these stockings, for however caretully they
e gliy be loeked away in a trunk and the kev
co ccaled, they were day after day found In
various parts of the houss, while the Key
remained 163 hiding place and tlie trunk
was always found locked a8 v Lad been left.

Day aftor gday thess things went « p until at
lengih Dr. Phielps decided to call in the aid of
s une reverend friends to elp him unioia the
m, gtery. - But th ir priescnoe seeined 1o maka
no wiffrrence, Kuoives and forks were thrown
about; spoehs were bent and again straight-
ened, and furniture was endowed with vital
energy s before. Lamps were tiken fpomn
t e tavles ad placed upon the flor, and
upon- their ehimneys were suspended bats
and. caps; nalls, pieces of lwon, keys and
other things were placed upon the mantsi;

oolis were opened and screams were heard
from emp y rooms, and aniron siand con-
taining the fire-irons jumpea fromits pl .ce
1o the niid.ile of the room, and began pour-
ing the floor with a violeuee sufficient to.jar
the whole house.

All these thines took place in the preseuce
of memt ers of 1he family aud visiiors, and no
clew could be foynd to the phenome. a.

It was, however, taken for grainted that
some spirigual dgeney must be at work o
produce tlie marvels thai were being wit-
ness d day aiter day, and it was further con-
cluded th t no good sell-respecting spiriis
would be guil y or transactions so trivial and
unmeaping fn rheir oharuc: er.

Seizuce dia not seem able to render any
aid 1 the inves igiation, and it was therefore
reg rdad as o set led fact that everythineg
tnutluad \ranspired must be the work ot the
devil,

Tnis appeared to be supported by letters
which the spirits were said to have written
al the reques! of diverse in lviduals. One
ol those was sigiied *‘H. P, Devil.” Bu: there
seon afterward appeared one with the sub-
scrlnlﬁuu. “Your faithful brother in Christ,

‘No wonder Prof. Phelps writes to the Con-
gatlonalist: ¢
that Spidinalism 18 of satan.c origin, without
qu+lification * * * 1¢is not wise to tiud nore
of

The Demoniacal in the Universe
than we are comupelled to find. But so long
as scienge gives us nothing betier, my mind
falls back upon the Biblleal demounology, as
being the most probable thing we have
within the range of human knowledge, in ex-
planation of the mystery.”

The son Austin, who had just commenced |

bis the logical s udies at Andover, was now
calle | nome to assist in the investigation.
Ite seems th ave aceepted at onee Lhe theury
that the whole disturbance was the work of
Satan and his 1mps, and he determined to eall
ip superior ai aud put a stop to the uuruy
demonsirations,

Ii was all, however, of no use., They
n-ith 1 recognized his nuthority nor paid the
siightest respect to the wishes of his vener-
able tather, Prayer was resorted to, with
uns erving faith m the promise (hat “what-
ever yasshall ask in praver, believing, ye
shall receive.”

Faith was certainly strong, for one morn-
Ing, atter having spent the night in prayer,
the aged minister tol  his daughter, with all
.eontidence, that they would not be troublyd
any more. &4 voice having declared to him, in
‘answer to his prayvers, that from that time all
these demonstrations shounld ceuse. !

They dia not cease, however, but faith did
not waver, and praver was continned. This
only seemed to incense the unscen visitants,
who even went so far, on more than one occa-

™

“Tdon thold to 1the hypothesis”

K owingz, and believing that thev should 06
made public at this time, in order that he
(Dr. £h tps) should he put oa record cor-
reetly, and that Spiritualism may have,
openly, the benefif of this goed man's priv-
ately eherished vpiniens concer ing its trath-
ful,ess and use, I desire that y u will give
these facta publiel y in veur columus.”

He then s (te. the faes and ussumes that
though Dr. Phelps looked upon fhe manifest-
ations as & “visitagton from God.” as stat 4
by tile professor, he did not r gard them as
an affliction, but. considered rather that he
had been blessed by guem, inasinnch as they.
had been tie means of eovvineing uim of the
unity of e magerial andthe spiritu |1 workls.

He maintains that he bad it from the

reverend doctor himself, that D¢ re-
garded the Gestruesion of his  prop
eriy as a  small matter- comp.red

with the beuefits that he had received from
the tuvisible powers, and thit, his spirit rela-
tives were in communteation with him, Reep-
g Lbn  continually apprised of  cummg
evenuts, “‘souetimes years before thay 1ook
plage,”

Tie gon, however, maintained. bis position
to the 1isi, uishaken by the rejoindery to his
statement, and now that he, too, has passed
aw v, I suppose taa’ the matier will” have Lo
resi where it at present standas.

Of the authentieity of the facts as recorded,
there bas never seemell any reason for

doubt.. Of the laws whieh operated to pro-

dugce the phenomena, there will probably bey,

fur a long time, a wide divergence otJopméon.
. 8.6




